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ENERGY — STANDALONE POWER SYSTEMS 

32. Mr R.S. Love to the Minister for Energy: 

(1) What is the Minister’s ongoing commitment to Stand Alone Power Systems in the Mid West? 

(2) Please detail the selection criteria when nominating customers for Stand Alone Power systems? 

Mr W.J. Johnston replied: 

(1) The McGowan Government has committed $218 million to manufacture and install a record 1,000 standalone 
power systems (SPS) across regional Western Australia over the next four years, in addition to the 
98 standalone power systems already delivered by the McGowan Government. 

The installation locations of new standalone power systems, including in the Mid-West region, will be 
determined by Western Power through their annual investment program, which considers factors including 
network renewal and power demand. 

Systems may also be installed in response to extreme weather events – for instance, an additional 
35 systems are to be installed in the Mid-West and Wheatbelt following Cyclone Seroja, as a part of 
a variety of network improvements being delivered as part of the restoration work. 

(2) When evaluating standalone power system suitability, Western Power looks at the age, condition, location 
and number of customers on power lines due for renewal, as well as the load profile to assess the line’s 
economic viability. Western Power needs to ensure the most financially prudent option is progressed. 

Once sites have been identified, Western Power works with potential customers to understand the technical 
feasibility and suitability of their properties for SPS deployment. This means understanding how they use 
power, including: 

(a) seasonal requirements such as shearing; 

(b) the type of equipment used on site; 

(c) transient workers living on site for periods of time; and 

(d) property extensions such as new sheds being built, or cool rooms being installed. 
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